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Rural Opportunity Zone Benefits
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There’s something special about life in rural Kansas. 
Something authentic, something that makes it the ideal 
place to live, to work, and raise a family. Thanks to the 
Kansas Rural Opportunity Program, there’s never been a 
better time than now to make Cowley County, Kansas, 
your new home!

If you are looking for a lower cost of living, better  
quality of life, and help repaying your student loans; 
Cowley County, Kansas, is your best choice! Rural  
Opportunity Zones are counties that have been  
authorized to offer one or both of the following financial 
incentives to new full-time residents:

2
STATE INCOME TAX WAIVER STUDENT LOAN FORGIVENESS

Waives your state income 
tax for 5 years when you 
move to a ROZ County in 
Kansas from another state.

Matching program that 
repays student loans up to 
$15,000 over 5 years after 
moving to a ROZ County.

WHO’S ELIGIBLE?

STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT

Move to Cowley County after    
July 1, 2021

Hold an associates, bachelor’s, or 
post-graduate degree PRIOR to 

moving to the ROZ County 

Have an employer sponsor 

Have an outstanding student loan 
balance in applicant’s name

Ability to provide proof of:  
residency at current and previous 
addresses, degree, and student 
loan balance with distribution 

dates. 

KANSAS INCOME TAX WAIVERS

Lived outside of Kansas for five or 
more years immediately prior to 

moving to a ROZ County

Earned less than $10,000 in Kansas 
source income in the 5 years prior 

to moving to a ROZ County

Move to Cowley after July 1, 2021 
and live in the ROZ county the entire 
taxable year to be able to claim the 

tax credit Jan. 1 to Dec. 31



Community
Live, Work, Play 

If you prefer life in a 
quiet, safe setting with 
the action of a metro 
city just minutes away, 
then Cowley County is 

the place for you.  
Nestled in the Flint Hills 

with a rich history in 
agriculture, Cowley 

County is located less 
than an hour away 

from Wichita and within 
three hours of Kansas 
City, Oklahoma City, 

and Tulsa. 

I meet the eligibility; how do I apply?
 
Income tax waiver: You simply relocate to 
and reside in Cowley County between July 1st and December 31, 2021. 
When you file your 2022 income taxes through the State’s online system,  
you will see a question to indicate you met the ROZ eligibility requirements. 

Student loan reimbursement: Relocate to Cowley County and work with the 
employer that will sponsor you in the ROZ program. You and the 
employer will each register for the program. If you would like to move to 
Cowley County and do not have an employer, submit your application  
and we’ll try to match you with a participating employer. 

For community and program information, visit Cowley-first.com  
or call 620-221-9951


